
 

PRESIDENTS REPORT         March, 2024 

 

I hope everyone is enjoying the beautiful warm weather and longer days.  We’ve had a lot 

going on within NUCA of the Carolina’s lately and lot more to come. 

The NUCA 2024 Annual meeting and Convention was recently held in Palm Springs, CA on 

March 21 – 24.  We had a strong presence from the Carolina’s, Special thanks to Young Con-

struction, JF Wilkerson Construction for attending the event with Linda and myself.  It was a 

great conference with A lot of great speakers and events. One event was the Team Building 

which Linda and myself were on the winning team.  We will be flying our winning flag 

proudly at the upcoming Spring Conference. So, with make sure you check it out.  I am 

proud to announce that JF Wilkerson was awarded the William H. Feather Overall safety 

winner and awarded the TOP JOB for NUCA National for their Eno River sewer project in 

Durham. That was a huge accomplishment competing against some of the top contractors 

in the country.   

Our first NUCA Young Leaders conference was held this month at Lumina at Wrightsville 

Beach. What an awesome event with over 110 attendees.  Thank You to our members who 

were able to send their employees to the event.  It wouldn’t be possible without your sup-

port.  

Spring Conference is right around the corner, and I am excited to announce the event at Isle 

of Palms Wild Dunes Resort on April 18 – 20th is sold out once again.  Thank You Linda for 

all you do to make these events so special.  A few other upcoming events is the annual Clay 

Shoot May 10th at Beaver Pond in Snow Camp NC.  If you’re not registered due it soon this 

event always sells out.  2024 Washington Summit on May 22 – 24th.   Our annual NUCA 

Open is June 6th registration coming soon so keep your eyes out for that.  

Once again this is going to be a very busy and successful year in NUCA of the Carolina’s. I 

am honored to be part of the organization and look forward to the rest of the year.  See 

you all soon in Isle of Palms! 

Mike Hewitt – Garney Construction 

NUCA of the Carolina’s President 
We Dig the Carolinas! 



          2024 Officers and Board of Directors 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Mike Hewitt  Garney Construction   President 

Roger Richards Sanders Utility Construction  Vice President 

Dennis Holloway Ansco & Associates   Secretary/Treasurer 

Scott Little  State Utility Contractors   Immediate Past President  

Paul Hunter  T.A. Loving Company   Past President 

 
 

     BOARD OF DIRECTORS     

Justus Everett  ABE Utilities    Bobbie Raynor       Park Construction of NC 

John Barringer B.R.S., Inc.    Glenn Foley        Gregory Poole Equipment 

Brian Wilkerson JF Wilkerson Contracting  Tim Hogan        JF Wilkerson Contracting 

Brett Sondergard    National Trench Safety  Mike Evans        Palmetto Rock 

Tim Haechten  Foremost Pipeline   Sid Carpenter         Carolina Grading & Utilities 

Joe Williams  Concrete Pipe & Precast  Brian Dillenback    James River Equipment 

Jarrod Williamson Holland Pump    Patrick Seay        Xylem, Inc. 

Freddie Young  Sanders Utility Construction  Greg Maready        Zurich of North America 

        John Knighten        United Rentals Trench Safety 

                

                      EX OFFICIO 

Kevin Cripps—Gen3 Energy Solutions 

   (NUCA National) 
 

 

 

                   2024 

President 
Mike Hewitt—Garney Construcition 

 

Immediate Past President 
Scott Little—State Utility Contractors 
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Stephen Nelson—SE Regional Sales Manager 
snelson@currysupply.com   -   470-656-4920 

 

TRAFFIC CONTROL EQUIPEMENT AND TRUCKS 

 

 

 

Taylor Dry—Project Manager 
Charlotte, N.C. 

Taylor.dry@duncan-parnell.com 
 

Lasers, Locators, Pipe/Cable, Survey Equipment 

 

 
 

Bud Humphries - bud@rahsolutionsusa.com 

Jeremy Israel - Jeremy@rahsolutionsusa.com 

Amber Thomas—Office Manager   -  864-205-9074 

Cowpens, SC 

Trenchless Installation, Water & Sewer Construction, Trenchless Rehabilitation 

 

 

George Wood   

Charlotte, N.C. 

gwood@bb-oil.com  -  704-578-1785 

 

Jobsite & Bulk Tank Fueling, Emergency & Disaster, Lubricants & Greases 

mailto:bud@rahsolutionsusa.com
mailto:Jeremy@rahsolutionsusa.com


 

 

 

MARSHAL MOSER—Chief Estimator 

Wendell, N.C.  

Marshall@marksclearingandgrading.com  -  919-369-2153 

Excavation, Site Development, Water & Sewer Construction 

 

 

Heather Causey 
Harrisburg, N.C. 

Heather.causey@safeshieldtrafficsolutions.com  -  704-727-8087 

Barriers/Rails/Guards, Lighting Equip., Traffic Control, Training Services, Safety Equip. 

 

 

Paul McNeill 
Charleston, S.C. 

pmcneill@american-usa.com  -  717-818-1601 

Ductile Iron, Steel, Spiralweld Pipe, Flow Control 

 

 

  Kevin Harrington 

Durham, N.C. 

kharrington@vortexdrainage.com 

Water/Sewer Construction 

 

 

Doug Ryan—Project Manager 

Greensboro, N.C.  

704-657-6336  -  dryan@ryangeo.com 

Concrete Pumping 



MEMBERSHIP CATAGORIES 
 

CONTRACTOR MEMBER 
Any person, firm, or corporation engaged in excavation, site preparation, earth moving or the construction and/or 

rehabilitation of utility systems including, but not limited to, storm sewers, sanitary sewers and drainage systems, 

water lines, cables (underground communication and electric), ducts, conduits, gas lines, tunneling, boring, trenchless 

construction, treatment systems, pump stations and other utility construction and appurtenances thereof.  
 

SPECIALTY CONTRACTOR MEMBER 

Any person, firm, or corporation that employs labor on the job site, but does not bid or perform any utility 

construction or excavation work.  
 

ASSOCIATE MEMBER 

Any person, firm, or corporation involved in the excavation or utility construction industry as a supplier of 

equipment, materials, or services to contractors.  
 

INSTITUTIONAL  MEMBER 

Any school or governmental entity (local, state or federal) involved in the utility construction and/or exca-

vation industry.  
 

For more information or for a Membership Application please contact Linda Goslee 

lgoslee@nucacarolinas.or go to www.nucacarolinas.org 

Spread the word and invite your friends to join NUCA! 

 

 

 

 

NUCA OF THE CAROLINAS SCHOLARSHIPS APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE 

PLEASE SHARE WITH YOUR EMPLOYEES SO THEIR HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS AND 

COLLEGE STUDENTS CAN APPLY.   

To complete the application process: 

Go to https://aim.applyists.net/NUCA and register for a new account 

On your Home page click “Add New Application”  

Enter the Program Key: NUCA then click “Apply” 

Complete all required fields, upload any required materials and click “Submit”  

 The link is also available on our website at www.nucacarolinas.org 

DEADLINE TO APPLY IS APRIL 3, 2024 

https://aim.applyists.net/NUCA


 

 

 

 

 

Hello again from NC 811! March is here and with it comes…you guessed it…more tickets. So far the year 
has been up around 8% over last year’s volume which continues to increase year over year. The weather 
has certainly been a factor in this as well. But there is a TREMENDOUS amount of fiber work happening 
as well as lots of other projects keeping those locators busy around the state. As more details about the 
grant awards become available I will be certain to share with everyone here.  

Meanwhile, as we prepare to present at the excavation safety conference, I want to remind everyone 
here of the benefits of working together. Not just at the job sites. Or at the UCCs. But in the upcoming 
months as we begin to look into the damage prevention law and craft language for a 2025 bill. We had 
great success in 2013 and again in 2019 making changes to the law. We did so by operating from a place 
of consensus. Not everyone was happy and not everything was perfect.  

But the law has served us pretty well over the past 10 years. Now it is time to take what we have learned 
from the process, best practices and other state experiences to clarify some of the responsibilities.  

Technology will play a factor in this as we seek to streamline the ability to post attachments to tickets by 
both excavators and locators.  

This “enhanced positive response” has been available in NC since 2017 but we acknowledge the process 
was not as smooth or intuitive as it could be. We are working to improve that aspect of the communica-
tion process.  

I am looking forward to seeing NUCA folks in April and sharing updates on safe digging month, legislative 
efforts and general NC 811 goings on. Many thanks to those of you on the front lines of safety every day. 
Let’s keep moving the bar forward in making the Carolinas the safest place to work! 

Louis Panzer 
Executive Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be sure to attend your local UCC  meetings  
Don’t miss out on discussions regarding various issues that impact your projects!  

To view all meeting locations, visit https://ncucc.org/county-uccs/  

Follow us 
on: Facebook / Twitter / LinkedIn / Instagram / TikTok / 
YouTube / Wordpress 
Free Damage Prevention Training: NCPipesPlus.org  

North Carolina Utilities Coordinating Committee: 
ncucc.org  
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A WORD FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
 Welcome Spring! Hope you are all doing well and staying busy. Daylight savings is here.  A little 

bit of daylight after a long day at work is sure to help knock off some of the wintertime slumber. 

Gardening, fishing, biking or whatever your hobbies, it’s time to get rolling! We are so fortunate 

to live and work in such a beautiful part of our great country. Enjoy!!  

The Safety and Risk Management Committee held its first of four meetings relating to Work Zone 

Safety.   Our Co-chair, Mike Coates reviewed a toolbox talk taken directly from your NUCA of the 

Carolina’s web page. A great resource that I hope you all use to help your folks stay safe. Jacob 

Garmon gave a nice summary of activities to elevate awareness at a legislative level and adding 

educational programs for new drivers. Very exciting stuff that could really make a difference for 

our industry.  Thank you to all our presenters who helped make the meeting a success. We ap-

preciate your continued support.  

Up next, the S&RM Committee will be in Durham on May 14th for the second installment of 

“Work Zone Safety.” Sunbelt Rentals has graciously agreed to host the event and sponsor lunch. 

We will be drilling down and focusing on work zone setup and what we can do to provide better 

barriers of defense for our workers. Traffic seems to always be growing and distracted driving 

really has become a huge risk for all utility companies and especially our co-workers. We look 

forward to seeing you all there.   

Of course, all this will be after the upcoming NUCA Spring Conference. This year we had several 

great applicants for our NUCA Safety Awards, it will be great to see which company comes out on 

top. We have four great presenters who are excited to represent their great companies. It will be 

exciting to see each company’s specific strategy when it comes to their workers’ safety. As a 

teaser, between the four companies selected to present, there were over 1.5 million hours 

worked and only two lost time accidents. No doubt the goal is ZERO, but with the amount of 

work being done that’s not an easy task. We will all be able to take away something specific to 

help keep our co- workers safe. It will be great! 

With that I would just like to thank everyone for supporting NUCA and our Safety and Risk Man-

agement Committee. It certainly couldn’t happen without all of you. We stay committed to grow-

ing our industry and keeping each other safe.  

Thank you all! Stay Safe!  

Jason Walker NUCA Safety/Risk Management Chair 
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Thanks to  

                  LONG ISLAND LUMBER FOR SPONSORING OUR LUNCH! 

   

    

Thanks to everyone who attended the January S&RM Meeting in Pineville, 

NC!  Chairman, Jason Walker, pulled together some great speakers for the 

meeting.  Thanks to you all!  These meetings would not be possible without you, 

and your commitment to safety. 

Jacob Garmon/AGC; Ann Rushing/NC811; Lee Peacock/NCDOL/OSHA; Mike 

Coates/Committee Vice Chair, Greg Maready/Committee Past Chair, Roger 

Richards/CAGC and Mike Hewitt/NUCA of the Carolinas President. 

THE NEXT S&RM MEETING WILL BE HELD 

MAY 14TH IN DURHAM, N.C. AT SUNBELT 

RENTALS. 

Details coming soon! 

                       NATE BOYER, TOMMY TROYER AND CORBIN PILLOW 



 

Team Building Event 

Winning Team  

Captain 

MIKE HEWITT 

Congratulations 

AUSTIN MERRITT 

UNITED RENTALS TRENCH 

2023 TOP MEMBERSHIP 

RECRUITER 

Madison Stanford—Young Construction  

Participated in the “Young Guns” Panel 

 

The panel questions were geared towards understand-

ing the perspective of the industry’s younger leaders, 

and the promotion of NUCA Member value through 

meaningful programs and networking. 

WE 

DIG 

AMERICA 
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KEVIN CRIPPS—Gen3Energy 

2024 NUCA National 

Vice Chair 

Micheal Coates, JF Wilkerson Contracting; Linda Goslee,  

NUCA Carolinas; Mike Hewitt, Garney Construction and  

Madison & Cory Stanford, Young Construction Co. 

MICHAEL COATES 

JF WILKERSON CONTRACTING 

2003 

WILLIAM H. FEATHER SAFETY AWARD 

101,000—200,000 MAN HOURS 
 

 

 

 

2003 

WILLIAM H. FEATHER SAFETY AWARD 

OVERALL WINNER 

JF Wilkerson Contracting 

EXCELLENCE IN UNDERGROUND  - OVERALL WINNER 

Sanitary Sewage Collection  

Durham Eno River Outfall Phase 1 & 2 

CONGRATULATIONS 

JF WILKERSON  

CONTRACTING! 



 

 
THANKS TO BRIAN DILENBACK WITH 

JAMES RIVER EQUIPMENT, GARNER, NC 

FOR HOSTING THE  

TRAIN THE TRAINER CLASS! 

The following Companies participated in the class: 

Sanders Utility, Southeast Connections, Moffat 

Pipe, Sullivan Eastern, J.F. Wilkerson Contracting, 

Carolina Grading and Utilities, Park Construction, 

Razorback Boring, and CJT Associates. 
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CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT WINNERS! 

FIRST PLACE 

David Singletary 

Mike Thornton  

Second Place 

Kyle Anderson 

Kyle Hatcher 

Third Place 

Doug Price 

Kristin Kessler 
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YOUNG LEADERS CONFERENCE 

SPONSORS 

 

Welcome Reception 

Young Construction 

Xylem 

Speaker Sponsor 

B.R.S., Inc. 

Breakfast 

Sanders Utility Construction 

Indaco Risk Advisors 

Lunch 

Terrahawk 

Core and Main 

United Rentals Trench Safety 

Sunbelt Rentals Trench Safety 

Xylem 

Sunstate Trench Safety 

Friday Night at Brewery 

D.H. Griffin Infrastructure 

Core and Main  

United Rentals Trench Safety 

Bitting Electric 

Fortiline 



 

CHASE BOYER KICKS OFF 

THE FIRST ANNUAL YOUNG 

LEADERS CONFERENCE. 

CARSON GOSLEE SPEAKS 

ON LEADERSHIP SKILLS. 

DOUG CARLSON 

NUCA NATIONAL CEO 

JON HARDISTER 

NC HOUSE 

CONFERENCE SPEAKERS 

James Bernash  

Moderator for  

Round Table Discussion with Industry  

Professionals for 

“Success in the Utility Industry” 

 

PANEL 

Corey Stanford—Young Construction 

Mike Evans—Palmetto Rock 

Mike Hewitt—Garney Construction 

Also a part of the conference was Aaron Whitt with 

Build Witt who spoke to the group via zoom on 

“Workforce Development” 



 
 
 

2024: NUCA's 60th Anniversary! 
 

NUCA turns 60 years old in 2024, and we'll be celebrating throughout the year this important association 
milestone. We'll be recognizing the association’s numerous contributions to the construction industry since 
our incorporation on April 11, 1964.  Since the beginning, our association has been instrumental in pro-
moting the interests of the underground utility and excavation contracting industry before legislators and 
regulators, and has worked tirelessly to secure more funding for America’s aging underground infrastruc-
ture. Over the past 60 years NUCA has been the strongest force in improving safety and business condi-
tions throughout the $152 billion American utility construction industry. We know you'll want to join us 
throughout this year in celebrating this shared achievement.  
 
 

2024 Washington Summit: May 22-24 
It's an election year, and NUCA is calling you to the Nation's Capital! Congress must be reminded in 2024 that the 
water and wastewater resources allocated through the EPA's State Revolving Fund programs are a critical compo-
nent this nation uses to improve public health, economic strength, job creation--and your company's success. The 
2024 Washington Summit will be held May 22-24, 2024, headquartered at the famous Hyatt Regency Washington 
on Capitol Hill. Registration is now open at WeDigAmerica.org--sign up today to join your NUCA Chapter in D.C. 
  

NUCA Advantage: Make It Yours Today! 
Your NUCA membership investment can deliver benefits far in excess of the dues cost--but only if you ask your hu-
man resources office to explore what it offers. "We worked with Theresa to switch from our previous benefits bro-
ker after we heard about Memberfy from NUCA. She went above and beyond to help us find a plan that worked 
best for us. The application process was simple, and the rollout of benefits to our employees was seamless!" testi-
fied Luke Miller of Colorado Pavement Solutions about their helpful NUCA Advantage experience. NUCA Advantage 
leads to expanded healthcare benefits options for your company, as well as payroll, wellness, compliance, benefits 
administration, 401K programs, online training, OSHA logs, and a wealth of free HR benefits available only to NUCA 
members. Find out about our expanded NUCA Advantage benefits program at www.NUCAAdvantage.com. 
 

NUCA-WINS Now Available As Monthly Subscription 
You spoke, NUCA-WINS listened. NUCA-WINS 3.0 is available as a low-cost monthly subscription. New users will 
now get all the features of the annual subscription version with no setup fees: Onboarding, Training, Maintenance, 
Support, and Updates are all included, along with the same generous 33% NUCA discount. Once you start using NU-
CA-WINS, you'll wonder how you managed your jobsites without it. Start by visiting www.NUCAWins.com and re-
quest access today. 

 

In 2024, Share The Details About Trenchless Tech Efficiency 
Are you seeking to know more about horizontal direction drilling, or auger boring, or wish your city’s administrators 
did, too? NUCA's "Trenchless Construction and New Installation Methods" manual can help your estimators, engi-
neers, and project managers recognize that trenchless technology could deliver large cost savings to your excava-
tion projects. The 148-page, full-color illustrated manual carefully addresses and explains the most common trench-
less installation methods. This year, buy a copy for your local planning department as a professional gift to intro-
duce their staff to these cost-efficient subsurface construction methods. The manual is available exclusively from 
NUCA and can be ordered online at www.nuca.com/trenchlessmanual. 

Association News 
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Congress Punted – Again 
The House has not acted on any of the pending FY2024 appropriations bills, including the EPA legislation containing 
a restoration of the $1.7 billion in State Revolving Funds NUCA has been advocating for since last summer. The Con-
gressional calendar worked against the March 1 and March 8 deadlines imposed by the two chambers in January. 
However, there was not enough time in the legislative calendar to properly address these massive funding bills. The 
House and Senate was forced to adopt a short-term stopgap measure late in the following week, punting this deci-
sion to March 22. A government shutdown is not expected, given its negative optics in an election year. 
 
 

NLRB Joint Employer Rule Blocked, Heads For Appeal  
On Mar. 1, a federal judge in Texas struck down the Biden Administration's new "joint employer" rule, agreeing 
with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce that the law is too broad and violates federal labor law. The rule, issued last 
August, was scheduled to take effect on Monday, March 11. However, legal maneuvers to the rule continue, with 
the government expected to appeal this decision to the Fifth U.S. Circuit of Appeals. Employers should note that 
this news is not the final decision, and continue to follow NUCA and other news sources for the last word. 
 
 

EPA Releases $5.8 Billion for Drinking Water, Wastewater Projects in SRFs 
The EPA announced Feb. 19 that it is releasing $5.8 billion in funding to upgrade drinking water and wastewater 
infrastructure projects around the nation. The new funding supports EPA’s state revolving funds (SRF), which are 
used by the utility construction industry for federal water infrastructure programs. The funding comes from the 
2021 Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA) and was previous appropriated by Congress. Of the newly an-
nounced total, $3.2 billion goes for drinking water SRFs and $2.6 billion for clean water SRFs, which help to finance 
wastewater treatment and stormwater projects. A breakdown of state-by-state allocations can be found here 
(nuca.com/fixwater).  
 

NUCA strongly applauds this action, and hopes that this support by the Administration for needed infra-
structure resources will be continued forward this year and beyond. 

 
 

Industry News and Advocacy 
 

Page 19 

https://8ldcbyn6.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014_PaX2gnaaReu2jFDfD-AtPBj7cXwWWCgMtucOx9TYax9G9JnciVTdwLua4ffNh1xCMYJuWIvJWSqIROxIlvBVEmDS6RZdVYUP_iuc3ib4c1LY6pJ4o4cz89ahmbqnBph_35F0X2aazsFpm5hJIxRQnZ61stFhyW0cggxYdrf0BdqaQf1bf8DlsjIzqgYyAzLJMKWDEvsE17EWBctLnQ9A5fp4T
https://www.nuca.com/files/Gov%20Relations/preliminary-fy-2024-srf-allotments-memo_2_2024_%202-16-24.pdf
https://www.nuca.com/files/Gov%20Relations/preliminary-fy-2024-srf-allotments-memo_2_2024_%202-16-24.pdf
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2024 is an Election Year  
Let’s stand together and have a Voice!! 

 

PLEASE SEND DONATIONS TO: 

Justus Everett 

P.O. Box 33413 

Raleigh, NC  28137 

PERSONAL CHECKS ONLY! 

If you would like to support our  

Scholarship Fund 

Please send Donations to: 

NCUCA Educational Fund 

NUCA of the Carolinas 

P.O. Box 10519 

Wilmington, NC  28404 

           

WILD DUNES RESORT 
   Isle Of Palms, S.C. 

     APRIL 18-20, 2024 
    Registration and Hotel Information 

    Contact Linda Goslee 
  Lgoslee@nucacarolinas.org   

    OR 
  www.nucacarolinas.org 

ROOM BLOCK SOLD OUT 
EXHIBITOR TABLES—SOLD OUT 

2024 NUCA CLAY SHOOT 

MAY 10, 2024 

BEAVER POND SPORTING CLUB 

SNOW CAMP, N.C. 

 

TO REGISTER GO TO 

www.nucacarolinas.org 

 

 

June 6, 2024 

Forest Oaks Country Club 

Greensboro, N.C. 

REGISTRATION COMING  

SOON! 
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April 18-21 2024  NUCA of the Carolinas Spring Conference 

     Wild Dunes Resort, Isle of Palms, SC 

May 10, 2024  NUCA Clay Shoot—Beaver Pond, Snow  

     Camp, NC 

May 14, 2024  S&RM Meeting—Sunbelt Rentals,  

     Durham, N.C. 

May 22-24, 2024  Washington Summit 

     Hyatt Regency Washington Capital Hill 

June 6, 2024   NUCA Open—Forest Oaks Country Club, 

     Greensboro, N.C. 

 

Page 24 



 



 



 

 

Page 27 



      

 

ORDER FORM 
 POLO’S, T-SHIRTS & HOODIES 

FILL OUT AND EMAIL TO LGOSLEE@NUCACAROLINAS.ORG 

 Name __________________________________________________________ 

 Ship to Address___________________________________________________ 

 Email/Phone Number _____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       Credit Card Information 

 ________________________________________ 

 Name on Card (Please Print)                   Company Name (If Applicable) 

 _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 Card Number     Expiration Date   CVV Code 

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 Billing Address for Credit Card—Address, State, and Zip Code    

                                                A 4% Processing Fee will be added to all credit card payments 

POLO GOLF SHIRT—CIRCLE COLOR AND SIZE 

  NAVY   M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 

  RED   M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 

  LIGHT BLUE  M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 

  T-SHIRT  M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 

  Hoodie  M L XL 2XL 3XL 4XL 

POLO/GOLF SHIRTS—$45.00/EACH                T-SHIRTS—$20.00/EACH                 HOODIES—$40.00/EACH 

                                   Plus Shipping Costs 
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