PRESIDENTS REPORT

July, 2021

Summer is here!!! The days are getting longer and the mercury is rising. I hope
everyone is wearing sunscreen and staying hydrated. As we enter the busiest
time of the season we need to make sure we all keep the safety of our employees
and our families in the forefront of our minds. Since the last newsletter we
attended the Washington Summit virtually in James River Equipment’s “ZOOM
Room”. I would like to thank Greg Fuller & Brian Dillenback with James River for
setting up the conference room and providing lunch for us. Thanks to Linda for
setting up the meetings with the members of congress in the House and Senate.
Thanks to Glenn Foley, Gregory Poole Equipment; Mike Hewitt, Garney Construction; Greg Voltz, Fortiline and Keith Vandergrift, Ferguson Waterworks for attending as well. We made NUCA of the Carolinas voice heard along with all the other chapters across the country. The emphasis was on
increased federal infrastructure support not only for roads and bridges, but for water sewer and broadband
as well. We voiced concerns with the “Buy America Only” approach as well as the current difficulties the
industry is having procuring and shipping materials. With the everchanging description of infrastructure it
will be hard to tell what the end legislation will look like. Hopefully it will be focused on tangible assets the
country truly needs.
NUCA would like to thank all the companies that participated in the Trench Safety Stand Down. It is important to take time to focus on safety not only for our employees, but our entire industry as well. Please
send your information to NUCA National for recognition.
We are looking forward to the 2021 NUCA Open Golf Tournament toward the end of the month. Thanks to
Chris Sellman, Kevin Cripps and Linda for organizing the event at The Cardinal by Pete Dye in Greensboro.
The support has been terrific with all slots filled. Thanks to all that have helped sponsor this event! Xylem,
Inc. is our “Tournament Sponsor” this year!
Linda has also arranged for The NUCA Institute for Leadership Development to offer a 2 day “Leadership
Skills for Crew Leaders” program. The course will be held at James River Equipment. Please contact Linda if
you are interested in sending someone.
I would like to wish everyone a safe and productive summer. I look forward to seeing everyone at the NUCA
Open. As always, please reach out to others in the business and tell them about our great organization.
Brian Wilkerson
JF Wilkerson Contracting
NUCA of the Carolinas President
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Carson Goslee

Motivate your employees and help bridge
the gap between Company leaders and
the next generation!

Go HERE to Carson’s Website “Hope
Changes Us!” or
for more information or call him at

910-524-0239

10:00 a.m.—Noon
NC811 Office
5009 High Point Road
Greensboro, N.C.

Lunch Provided

Please RSVP by Friday, August 13th to lgoslee@nucacarolinas.org
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TO DOWNLOAD BROCHURE WITH DETAILS ABOUT THIS CLASS

GO HERE

JF Wilkerson Contracting

THANKS TO EVERYONE THAT PARTICIPATED IN
THE TRENCH SAFETY STAND DOWN.

BE SURE TO GO

HERE

TO GET

CERTIFICATES AND HARD HAT
STICKERS.

Directional Services, Inc.

ANSCO & Associates

Moffat Pipe
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2021 NUCA Open Golf Tournament
Thursday, July 29, 2021

“The Cardinal by Pete Dye”
5700 Cardinal Way
Greensboro, N.C. 27410
NUCA Members I’m very excited to announce that Congressman Mark Walker &
Rep. Jon Hardister will be joining us at the NUCA Open this year. This is the first time
having a Representatives join us for the event. I would like to see about donating from
our PAC to both of their Campaigns. But to do that we need to raise some money for
the PAC. Let see what we can raise over the next two months for our PAC. If you have
any questions, please contact Linda or myself. Also, just to start it off I will donate
$1,000 dollars. Thanks, Kevin Cripps
PAC Contribution form on page 14

October 21 –23, 2021

The Omni Homestead Resort
Hot Springs, VA
To reserve your hotel room call 800-838-1766 (NUCA Group)
Room rates are $260.00 + tax and 15% resort fee to include valet parking

Conference registration coming soon!
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Thursday, July 29, 2021
“The Cardinal by Pete Dye”

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS
TOURNAMENT SPONSOR
Xylem, Inc.
Platinum Sponsors
United Rentals Trench Safety
Gen3 Energy Services
Directional Services, Inc.
Ditch Witch of NC
James River Equipment
National Trench Safety
Sunstate Equipment Co. Trench Safety
Specialty Hole Sponsors

Lunch Sponsor

Concrete Pipe & Precast

BRS, Inc.

Reception Sponsors

Gregory Poole Equipment
Consolidated Pipe & Supply
Smith Kesler & Company
Tindall Concrete

Foremost Pipeline
TA Loving Company

Hole Sponsors
Sullivan Eastern
Razorback Boring
Carolina CAT
US Pipe

State Utility Contractors
NC811
Palmetto Rock
TA Loving Company
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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMEN
Summertime has arrived, that means the heat and humidity are also with us. We need to make sure our
workers are staying hydrated. OSHA recommends 8oz of water every 20 minutes. Make sure the employees are also
replacing lost fluids with some type of Sports drink and not Energy drinks. We need to train our employees on how to
recognize the signs of Heat Related Illnesses such as Heat Cramps, Heat Exhaustion, and Heat Stroke. You send out
some Tool Box Safety Talks for the workers to discuss. National NUCA has revamped the Tool Box Safety Talks on
their website. You, as a member, have access to them, so use them. That’s what your membership dues help pay for.
I hope that everyone took a time out and held a Trench Safety Stand Down. I enjoy this type of training. I get
to train in the workers environment and most of the time, it’s right beside their Trench. National NUCA is compiling
the total numbers on participation, but I think that we had some great involvement. Our Associate members that
deal with Trench Safety really helped promote the TSSD. I really appreciate our Associate members!!! Thanks for all
that you do for us. I truly believe that we can make a difference if we will keep promoting Trench Safety. If it prevents
just one trench fatality, it was worth our time and effort.
On May 26th, the NCDOL held a virtual Construction Safety Forum. The NCDOL had over 50 attendees in this
virtual class. I had a 15-minute session in which I promoted NUCA of the Carolinas as well as our Trench Safety Stand
Down. We had several Companies respond that they would be participating in the TSSD. NCDOL also promoted the
TSSD on their website. I say thanks to NCDOL for promoting the NUCA Trench Safety Stand Down and thanks for your
continued support of NUCA of the Carolinas through our Alliance Agreement.
On Tuesday, August 17th, we will have our next Safety and Risk Management Committee meeting at the
NC811 office in Greensboro. Please make plans now to attend. These meetings are very informative and interactive
so please come or send someone from your company.
I know that everyone is very busy with work, but I encourage to continue to train and educate all of your employees. The next several months of heat can be a very tough environment to work in, especially for your new hires. I
hope everyone has a safe and productive Summer. Keep digging safely!!
From the trenches—Wes Sells, BRS, Inc. NUCA Safety Committee Co-Chair

Be sure to check out NUCA’s Toolbox Talks HERE

If you

need a member log in call 703-358-9300
July and August! Two months we all anticipate and look forward to with regards to some vacation time off and the
start of Football Season! July and August are the heart of the HOT months we have here in the Carolinas and because we all push hard for productive days in the field, it is imperative that we do all we can to remind our employees of the Dangers of Heat Illness. Heat rash, Sunburn, Heat cramps, Heat exhaustion, and Heat stroke are areas
we must all take seriously this time of year. It boils down to creating an awareness through Education for our employees to know that Drinking plenty of fluids, taking frequent breaks, and cooling down in the shade is critical for
staying hydrated, alert, and healthy. Everyone please take time these next few weeks to make your employees
aware of these Heat Illness areas and what to do if they begin to experience Heat Cramps, Heat Exhaustion, or
show signs of a Heat Stroke. Summer is a great time to make production, work long days, and even take some time
off. None of us can do any of these things if we are sick from Heat Illness.
Stay healthy! Stay focused! Stay SAFE!
Greg Maready – NUCA Safety Committee Co Chair

CHASE BOYER
Office—434-971-1990 * Mobile—813-601-1240
ceb@indacoriskadvisors.com
www.indacoriskadvisors.com

Sandra C. Williams
1555 Holland Road, Autryville, N.C. 28318
910-567-6138 Office * 910-818-3191 Cell
Sandyc@esandj.com
EXCAVATION, SITE DEVELOPMENT
WATER/SEWER CONSTRUCTION
ROADWAY/HIGHWAY/BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION
SOIL REMEDIATION

Jason Bieber
1255 Biscayne Drive, Concord, NC 28027
Jason.bieber@sunstateequip.com
Office – 980-334-6218/Cell—980-866-2282

AIR/GAS MONITORS
EQUIPMENT LEASING/RENTAL
SEWER PLUGS

Brandon Lemons - Branch Manager Manager
1128 US Hwy 70W, Garner, NC 27529
Brandon.lemons@sunstateequip.com
919-418-4186

TRAINING SERVICES
TRENCH SHIELDS/SHORING

www.sunstateequip.com

Half way through the year. Hard to believe but here we are. Volume still up over last year with anticipated increase as we see multiple projects either beginning or underway. NC 811 is continuing to hire
CSRs with an eye to increasing the number of bilingual agents. We anticipate receiving a PHMSA grant
which will be used partially for Spanish billboards to go up around the state. We are excited to see water tanks and tailgates sharing the 811 message all over the state and an increased awareness among
homeowners. August 11 is on the horizon and with it another opportunity to educate as we roll
through the summer. Is it just me or does it seem like just yesterday we were celebrating New Years?
Getting old…
We are hopeful to see meetings beginning to take place live. The event center is configured to allow for
hybrid meetings and NUCA is hosting one of the first in August. This may be a new reality but I am
hopeful it becomes a rear view mirror situation with more companies allowing for travel in the fall.
Meanwhile I look forward to seeing folks at the NUCA open on July 29th! Stay safe, stay hydrated and
may all the storms avoid making a major presence in North and South Carolina!
Louis Panzer - Executive Director
North Carolina 811
Cell: 336-707-1736

Murphy: 828-837-8340
Fax: 336-299-1914
Pronouns: He, Him, His

Website: www.nc811.org
Download the NC811 app: iPhone / Android
Follow us on: Facebook / Twitter / LinkedIn / Instagram / YouTube / Wordpress
Free Damage Prevention Training: Pipes Plus

Trench Safety Stand Down Week Ends On A Safe Note

From all initial reports, it looks like the fifth annual Trench Safety Stand Down (TSSD) held June 1418 delivered to thousands of our industry's employees what NUCA sought: an increased attention to safety around jobsite excavations. So far, NUCA has TSSD 2021 reports from 238 companies, instructing
13,550 employees at 1,200 jobsites. We know more NUCA members took time during the workweek to
keep their employees safe--please send NUCA your completed TSSD reports by the end of July (and event
photos, too)! Submission information can be found at www.nuca.com/tssd.

FIRST PLACE
Anna Wisniewski—Goldsboro, NC
Meredith College

SECOND PLACE
Ryan Ricketson—Monroe, NC
University of SC—Columbia

THIRD PLACE
Taylor Ellington—Zebulon, NC
Georgia Institute of Technology

SIMON EVERETT COMMUNITY SERVICE SCHOLARSHIP
Taylor Ellington—Zebulon, NC
Georgia Institute of Technology

NUCA National
Volatility in the Marketplace: Lessons Learned from Price Increases of Past Pandemics (PDFs): Summary | Full Paper
Both documents will be printed in the Summer 2020 NUCA Business Journal.

Past Webinars are available HERE on the NUCA National Webite
Sign Up For NUCA's Muster Advocacy Program
With infrastructure the hot topic in Congress this spring, make sure you sign up to NUCA's Muster legislative
action alert service. It's easy to do, and we'll then alert you by email to upcoming infrastructure legislation
that you can help promote and support. We've even completed a pre-written letter that you can send to
your federal lawmakers with a click of your mouse. Sign up today to make your company part of getting
America back to work! Sign up HERE.

NUCA WINS: A Best Practice in Your Reporting
NUCA's Workplace Incident Notification System (NUCA WINS) is a damage incident recording app that employees' can easily operate on their mobile device to document the situation at the point-of-occurrence. In a
matter of a few minutes' incidents can be easily and completely documented, including injuries and illnesses; property, liability, and utility strikes; near misses; safety observations; and more. Learn more HERE.

NUCA Advantage Benefits Program

go HERE to see all that this program offers all NUCA

Members

Infrastructure Package
Negotiations in both the House and Senate continued over the Independence Day recess, with a
bipartisan House group, the Problem Solvers Caucus, announcing they support the Senate’s own
centrist group $1.2 trillion (over eight years) core infrastructure plan. The caucus, which includes 29
Democrats and 29 Republicans, is significant for the GOP support, which may be enough to pass this
package in the House. However, details of the package beyond a framework remain remains unknown, since no legislation formalizing this deal has been introduced in either chamber. And news
reports continue to highlight that payment for the plan remains in question. Read more here.

U.S. House Approves $168 Billion for Water
On July 1, the House passed its INVEST in America Act (H.R 3684), which included a reauthorization
of the surface transportation bill advocated by NUCA members during the spring Washington Summit. The bill also includes a whopping $117 billion for the Drinking Water state revolving fund
(SRF) and lead pipe replacement projects, and $51 billion for the Clean Water SRF. These are significant increases from past funding levels, and is strongly supported by NUCA.
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U.S. House Approves $168 Billion for Water SRFs
On July 1, the House passed its INVEST in America Act (H.R 3684), which included a reauthorization of the
surface transportation bill advocated by NUCA members during the spring Washington Summit. The bill
also includes a whopping $117 billion for the Drinking Water state revolving fund (SRF) and lead pipe replacement projects, and $51 billion for the Clean Water SRF. These are significant increases from past

While the bill does include some labor policy changes not supported by NUCA, H.R. 3684 now heads to a conference committee to work out the differences, remove partisan language that will not pass a sharply divided Congress, and merge it with the Senate’s version (S. 1931). NUCA expects that Senate bill to be voted on by the upper
chamber later this month before their August recess. NUCA will keep our members appraised on its progress in the
weeks ahead.

SAVE THE DATE—FALL WASHINGTON SUMMIT—NOVEMBER 2-3, 2021
NUCA leadership recognizes the significant importance of this year in Congress for infrastructure funding topics,
especially for certain bills we've been advocating for over the last 20 years. Please mark your calendar for November 2-3 to be part of NUCA's first in-person visits to your lawmakers' offices on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C.
The momentum we've built in Congress for water, wastewater, and broadband issues will only grow over
the summer--and we need you to help seal the deal. Held in conjunction with the NUCA fall Board of Directors meeting and Chapter Development Conference (Nov. 1), the fall 2021 Washington Summit promises to
be one of the most exciting ones held in many years. We will release more details about the event in the
following weeks, including hotel location and registration fees.
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NCUCA PAC

YES, I will contribute because I care about the underground utility construction industry, our livelihood and most
importantly the public health, safety, environmental integrity and economic vitality of our State.

NAME: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

HOME ADDRESS: STREET/CITY/STATE/ZIP CODE

PHONE:

EMAIL:

EMPLOYER:

___ $20___ $50___ $100

___ $250

____ $500

____ Other

My Personal Check is Enclosed

Please Remit to:
NCUCA PAC
c/o Justus Everett
P.O. Box 33413
Raleigh, N.C. 27636
919-834-3413

Let’s stand together and have a Voice!!
NCUCA is a separate, segregated fund established by
North Carolina Utility Contractors Association
Voluntary contributions by individuals to NCUCA-PAC must be written on personal checks.
Voluntary contributions from other state political action committees are permitted
Contributions from corporations or associations cannot be accepted and will be returned.

&
Our New Grassroots Outreach Software Partnership

What Muster Does for NUCA Members
Muster – our new grassroots campaign platform – will allow NUCA to mobilize its membership for grassroots messaging campaigns, conduct geotargeted member surveys, and easily communicate with NUCA members on state and national issues. Our
new convenient platform gives you a direct line to your Members of Congress and the Administration, and makes it easy to join
other NUCA members in making your voice heard about the issues that matter to you and your business.
Muster messages will consist of email broadcasts and targeted online messaging campaigns which allow you to send letters to
your state and federal lawmakers with only a few clicks, helping you to contact your representatives on issues that matter while
only taking a few minutes out of your busy day. At a time when everything is virtual, your participation in our grassroots campaigns will be more effective than ever in pushing for positive change on NUCA issues.

What We Need from NUCA Members
Your contact information – name, email address, mailing address (for geotargeting purposes), and phone number – please
ensure that your Chapter has your latest information, as Chapters will serve as our database
NUCA will be using an OPT-OUT system –
Please contact your ED as soon as possible if you do not wish to be contacted with NUCA grassroots communications
If you wish to opt-out in the future, please email zack@wymanassociates.net with your name and NUCA Chapter.
Note: this option will also remove you from member surveys and news broadcasts sent out through Muster

